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Some Social Networking
Sites for Book Lovers:

eLibraryThing™
eGoodreads™

eShelfari™
sweRead™
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Why use a book cataloging
website at all?

P

It’s a great way to keep track of my personal library.

It allows me to see what others think about books (or
at least the star-ratings) on books when I need them -
when I'm trying to buy Christmas gifts at 2 am, for
example.

It’s helped me develop a practice of summarizing my
thoughts on each book I read - useful for my job,
especially since I've reached an age when I can'’t always
remember titles, authors and book annotations.

e

It provides a central place to save all my well-
intentioned ‘to-read’ books.

It reminds me to go read instead of doing something
else - like watching TV or aimlessly surfing the net.
It’s a way to keep track of information about my books
- books I've borrowed or lent, etc., & to keep a record
of which books I own that have been signed by
authors.

It’s a great topic of conversation - “Which site are you
on?”

Asa librarian, I just love book lists & book reviews.

p-— o
What is LibraryThing™?
:

LibraryThing™ is a cataloging
and social networkingsite for
book lovers - over 9oo,000. It
was started in August 2005 by =
Tim Spalding, a book lover -
whowanted away to catalog -

is books. There are over 45 =
million books in the catalog, L a

Thessite’s users call
themselves
Thingamabrarians. 4 m— — e
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| LibraryThing™

Here’s the e

profile page for ==

auser. — i
This site isn't _

free, unless you
only add 200 or
less books. To
add as many as
you want, it
costs $10 (year)
or $25 (life).

- i T
LibraryThing™
LibraryThing ™ gets
its book data from B ]
L
Amazon.com and over — i

690 libraries around :
the world, including 2

the Library of

Congress (including

out of print books). = e
Users can even choose -

which source to pick

from with the Search

Where? feature.
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LibraryThing™
Example of a
user’s catalog of
books with the
title, author,
publisher,
whetherit’s
owned by the
user in their
library, tags,
Dewey #, and
rating.

1
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" Libra ryThing™

Create and join groups on
LibraryThing ™.

L

Makea group for a club, an

organization, or evena private ===+

group for just your friends. _ ﬂ £
i

Talkin the group forum, search

all group members' libraries at "'-,.g

once, or check out the Group
Zeitgeist (Vital statistics) to
spot shared books. - -—
With 1", our forum system,

you can see conversations

happening in all groups or only

in your groups. Find topics that

mention your interests, books

and authors.

= ,\7\V>77J/
“Here's what people have said
about LibraryThing™:

¢ "John Klima, the Teen/Systems Librarian at the Franklin Township
Public Library in Somerset NJ, recently blogged about his podcast
on SLJ.com that details how he is using Library Thing as an RA
tool for teens. What a great idea -- simple to set up, relatively easy
to maintain, and (best of all) free.

"In celebration of last week's Teen Read Week, 1 added the
nominations for the Teens' Top Ten to my Library Thing account.
I've read several of them, but Library Thing will help me keep the
titles handy to use for recommendations or programs.”

"Social networking technologies often allow for people to express
their own opinions. A teen can set up their own blog in less than
five minutes, post acomment on a forums board, or share what
materials they are reading through LibraryThing."
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Goodreads is a free website for book lovers.
You can wander through it and see everyone's
bookshelves, reviews, and ratings.
You can also post your own reviews and catalog
what you have read, are currently reading, and plan
to read in the future.
You can join a discussion group, start a book club,
contact an author, and even post your own writing.

It was launched in December, 2006 & has more than
2,500,000 members and 62,000,000 books.

~ Shelfarim
Global community of book lovers
that share their literary
inclinations and passions with
peers, friends, and total
strangers. Gathering place for
authors, aspiring authors,
publishers, and readers.

Has many tools and features to
help these groups connect with
each other in a fm and engaging
way.

Mission is to enhance the
experience of reading by
connecting readers in meaningful
conversations about the
published word.

" Shelfarim

Based in Seattle, Shelfari, a free
site, officially launched in
October 2006 and was acquired
by Amazon.com in August
2008.

You create a virtual "bookshelf"
for each category you select on
which to place your books.

You can even choose which
wood you want your virtual
shelf to be made out of.

Users are called “Shelfarians”
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weRead™

Discover Books

Get personalized

recommendations for new books

and authors

Book Community

Share your ratings and reviews

with the book community.

Connect online

Find people with similar interests

and add them as friends.

Enjoy

Take quizzes, become part of
book-clubs and join discussion
boards!
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EXPLORE WEREAD

cees

Get personalized book recommendations l . ¢

Has more than 3 million readers and 6o
million books added
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Which Site is Best?
LibraryThing /Goodreads Shelfari/weRead
Started: 2005 /2006 2006 / 2008
Fee: LT - yes if adding over 200 bks, the others no - have ads
Focus of site: LT: owning and cataloging books; uses tagging
GR/Shelfari/weRead: reading them and keeping track of
books read; uses shelves
LT: Has librarians on staff but they are not called librarians
GR: Has non-librarian on staff called a librarian
LT: Has special version available to libraries wishing to use LT as a
cataloging tool. The others do not.

LT: Has Member Giveaway for old books & link to book swapping
feature. GR also has book swapping option. The others do not.

LT/GR: have book events listed; Shelfari & weRead do not.
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LibraryThing/Goodreads Shelfari/weRead

# of users/#bks: # of users/#bks:

LT: 900,000/45 mil. GR: 2.5mil/62 mil Shelfari: N/A weRead: 3mil
/60mil

Ease of use: Ease of use:

LT: more difficult/GR: easy Shelfari: easy/weRead:
easy

Appearance:

LT: less attractive than the others, more robust; others have more

appealing graphics

Source of bk info:

LT: Amazon & other libraries GR/Shelfari/weRead: Amazon

LT: also has books in other languages

—

-
Which Site is Best?
LibraryThing/Goodreads Shelfari/weRead

GR: has more eclectic groups including ones for role playing & movie lovers
than the others

# of book reviews: LT has less than the other sites

Book trivia: GR & weRead have book quizzes
GRalso has quotations; videos of author interviews & bk trailers;
option to post your writing; link to promotional items, others do not.

Chances to win galleys:
LT: Yes, but only adult books/GR: adult & teen books; no for the other sites

All sites offer widgets for blogs

= = \7“7>77/
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Which Site is Best?
LibraryThing/Goodreads Shelfari/weRead

Only weRead offers limited previews of books from Harper Collins,
Google books, e-books and full previews of some books from
Gutenburg - Alhough many are classics that aren’t under copyright.

LT offers author chats (to comment you have to be a member)
GR offers an author discussion program

Import/export function:

LT/GR & Shelfari have this function but weRead doesn't have the
export function, but it does allow you to import files
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Which Site is Best?
Library '
Sl

Alshelfari

weRead

There Is Room for Them All

Library

reads

weRead




