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2008 Prizes

Printz Winner

McCaughrean, Geraldine. The White Darkness. HarperTempest.

Batting an inscrutable villain in the frozen South Pole, Symone learns survival skills from her imaginary companion, the long-dead explorer Titus Oates.

Subjects: Deception, Survival, Antarctica

Printz Honor Books

Clarke, Judith. One Whole and Perfect Day. Front Street.

Lily, the sensible one in her quirky Australian family, longs to fit in with her classmates even while belittling their shallow interests.  Then Grandpa goes berserk and Lily falls in love.

Subjects: Grandparents, Brothers and Sisters, Family Problems, Australia.

Hemphill, Stephanie. Your Own, Sylvia: A Verse Portrait of Sylvia Plath. Alfred A. Knopf. NF


Hemphill’s powerful portrait uses verse to shed light on the life of the gifted poet, who most people know for her tragic end.

Subject: Sylvia Plath

Jenkins, A. M. Repossessed. Harper Teen.


A bored demon takes over the body of a sullen teen to find out how humans live, changing the lives of those around him.

Subjects: Spirit Possession, Conduct of Life, Interpersonal Relations, High Schools, Devil

Knox, Elizabeth. Dreamquake: Book Two of the Dreamhunter Duet. Frances Foster Books.


In the second volume of the Dreamhunter Duet, Laura searches for master dreams to reverse the effects of a government conspiracy, only to discover a more sinister plot.

Subjects: Dreams. Family Life, Fantasy

2007 Prizes

Printz Winner

Yang, Gene Luen. American Born Chinese. First Second .


A Chinese folk hero and two Asian-American students are linked in a graphic representation of cultural stereotypes, racism and self-acceptance.

Subjects: Graphic Novel, Chinese Americans, Family, Mythology

Printz Honor Books

Anderson, M. T. The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume 1: The Pox Party. Candlewick.


Regarded as a slave, but studied by scientists while receiving a classical education, Octavian ponders the irony of his country fighting for a freedom he will never have.

Subjects: African Americans, Racism, Science Experiments, Historical Novel
Green, John. An Abundance of Katherines. Dutton.


After being dumped by the 19th Katherine, a road trip introduces Colin to a non-Katherine, and together they develop a theorem for predicting the length of relationships.

Subjects: Dating, Mathematics

Hartnett, Sonia. Surrender. Candlewick.


A curious friendship develops between “good Anwell” and “destructive Finnegan” who share a love for their thieving dog Surrender.

Subjects:  Thriller, Dogs, Grief, Guilt, Arson

Zusak, Markus. The Book Thief. Knopf.


With stolen books to sustain her even before she can read, Liesel survives World War II in Germany, though her life is too often touched by death.

Subjects: Germany, Holocaust, World War II, Books, Death

2006 Prizes

Printz Winner

Green, John. Looking for Alaska. Dutton.


“Pudge” Halter discovers a new life when he arrives at an Alabama boarding school and tastes freedom, guilty pleasures, and an amazing girl named Alaska.

Subjects: High School, Friendship, Death

Printz Honor Books

Lanagan, Margo. Black Juice. Eos.


Ten short stories offer readers entry into worlds familiar yet strange and surprising, from clown-killing assassins to rescue elephants or a tardy bride.

Subjects: Fantasy, Short Stories

Nelson, Marilyn. A Wreath for Emmett Till. Houghton Mifflin. NF


Fifteen intricately connected poems tell of the lynching of Emmett Till for whistling at a white woman.

Subjects: Till, Emmett, African Americans, Lynching, Hate Crimes, Mississippi, Murder

Partridge, Elizabeth. John Lennon: All I Want Is the Truth, a Photographic Biography. Viking. NF


Lennon’s words, photos, and music show the creativity, anger, and confusion behind the public face of this talented musician.

Subjects: Musicians, Creativity, Lennon, John.

Zusak, Markus. I Am the Messenger. Knopf. 


After incompetent cabbie Ed accidently halts a robbery, he receives playing cards with anonymous messages to help, or hurt, specific people.

Subjects: Taxicab Drivers, Heroes, Self-Esteem

2005 Prizes

Printz Winner

Rosoff, Meg. how i live now. Wendy Lamb Books/Random House.


Visiting her cousins in England in the midst of an unexpected occupation by terrorist forces, Daisy manages to find true love and a sense of family.

Subjects: Dystopia, Family, England

Printz Honor Books

Oppel, Kenneth. Airborn. HarperCollins.


Cabin boy aboard an airship, Matt retrieves a battered solo airship, which leads to a pirate attack, stranding on an island, and discovery of “cloud cats.”

Subjects: Fantasy, Airships

Schmidt, Gary D. Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy. Clarion.


Based on a true event, the new minister’s son befriends Lizzie, who lives on an island populated by former slaves, until the town decides it needs the land for development.

Subjects: Maine, Progress, Racism, Friendship, Historical Fiction

Stratton, Alan. Chandra’s Secrets. Annick Press.


In southern Africa the danger of AIDS encircles Chandra and her family; when she is left to care for her siblings, she ensures that each is tested for the disease.

Subjects: AIDS, Death, Family

2004 Prizes

Printz Winner

Johnson, Angela. The First Part Last. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers.


Told in alternating chapters, Bobby and his girlfriend Nia reveal the love they shared then, as well as the growing affection Bobby feels now for his daughter.

Subject: Teen Pregnancy, Teen Father, African Americans

Printz Honor Books

Donnelly, Jennifer. A Northern Light. Harcourt.

Accepted at Barnard College, Mattie’s torn between her desire to attend and her family’s need for help on the farm, until a less-than- suitor coupled with a murder help her decide.

Subjects: Adirondack Mountains, Murder, Historical Fiction

Frost, Helen. Keesha’s House. Farrar, Straus & Giroux.


Sestinas and sonnets tell the stories of teens in trouble who are able to stay in “Keesha’s House,” where they find safety and an extended family.

Subjects: Family, Poetry, Novel in Verse, Runaways

Going, K. L. Fat Kid Rules the World. Putnam.


Saved by suicide by thin guitarist Curt, obese Troy becomes the drummer in Curt’s punk rock band; through he’s never had a music lesson.

Subjects: Musician, Obesity, Drug Abuse, Depression (Mental)

Mackler, Carolyn. The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things. Candlewick. 


As the less-than-perfect child in a family of superstars, Virginia gradually loses weight, develops her own persona, and stands up for herself.

Subject: Family, Brothers and Sisters, Body Image, Self Esteem

2003 Prizes

Printz Winner

Chambers, Aidan. Postcards From No Man’s Land. Dutton/Penguin.

Searching for the grave of his grandfather killed during World War II, Jacob meets the woman who cared for him, and learns about love, family secrets, and his own identity.

Subjects: Historical Fiction, Holland, Family, World War II

Printz Honor Books

Farmer, Nancy. The House of the Scorpion. Atheneum/Richard Jackson Books.


Clone of 140-year-old drug lord, Matt sees the evils of drug harvesting in his country and at the first opportunity evicts the wrongdoers.

Subjects: Science Fiction, Cloning

Freymann-Weyr, Garret. My Heartbeat. Houghton Mifflin.


The close-knit trio of Ellen, her brother Link, and his best friend James begins to fall apart when Ellen asks if Link and James are a couple.

Subject: Family, Friendship, Brothers and Sisters, Gay Teens

Gantos, Jack. Hole in My Life. Farrar, Straus & Giroux. NF


Involved in a drug scam, 20-year-old Gantos spends a year in a medium security prison where he hones his writing skills.

Subjects: Memoir, Authors, Ex Convict

2002 Prizes

Printz Winner

Na, An. A Step From Heaven. Front Street.

Caught between two worlds, Young Ju struggles to be a “true” American while her parents expect her to retain the family’s Korean heritage.

Subjects: Korean Americans, Family, Immigrants

Printz Honor Books

Dickinson, Peter. The Ropemaker. Delacorte Press.


When the protective magic unravels along the Valley’s northern and southern boundaries, it’s up to the powerful Ropemaker and young Tilja to restore the Valley’s security.

Subjects: Fantasy, Quest, Journey

Greenberg, Jan. Ed. Heart to Heart: New Poems Inspired by Twentieth-Century American Art. Abrams. NF


This fascinating amalgamation of art and verse results from 43 poets choosing a piece of modern art and then describing it in lyrical form.

Subjects: Poetry, American Art

Lynch, Chris. Freewill. HarperCollins.


Will wonders if he’s the “carrier pigeon of death” when his striking wooden sculptures turn up near the bodies of dead teenagers.

Subjects: Death, Teen Suicide, Mystery, Grief

Wolff, Virginia Euwer. True Believer. Atheneum.


LaVaughn is on track to attend college and escape the projects, until her cute friend Jody moves back to the neighborhood.

Subjects: Novel in Verse, African Americans, Poverty, Friends, New York

2001 Prizes


Printz Winner

Almond, David. Kit’s Wilderness. Delacorte Press.


Spurred by his grandfather’s tales about the coal miners in his family, Kit explores the underground mines in a too-real game of death.

Subjects: Family, Mining, Ghosts, Grandfathers, England

Printz Honor Books

Coman, Carolyn. Many Stones. Front Street.


Estranged from her dad, Berry consents to travel with him to South Africa to attend a memorial service for her murdered older sister.

Subjects: South Africa, death, Family, Fathers and Daughters

Plum-Ucci, Carol. The Body of Christopher Creed. Harcourt.


Misfit Chris Creed disappears and no one really seems to care until a popular classmate initiates a search for him.

Subjects: high School, Missing Persons

Rennison, Louise. Angus, Thongs, and Full-Frontal Snogging: Confessions of Georgia Nicolson. HarperCollins.


Georgia’s diary is filled with hilarious details of a stuffed olive costume; her wacky, vicious cat Angus; and her obsession with snogging the “sex god” Robbie.

Subjects: Diary, Humor, England

Trueman, Terry. Stuck in Neutral. HarperCollins.


Cerebral palsied teen Shawn wishes he could tell his Dad how much he wants to live, but he can’t speak or control his body and hopes his dad’s pity doesn’t lead to euthanasia.

Subjects: Cerebral Palsy, Euthanasia, Family

2000 Prizes

Printz Winner

Myers, Walter Dean. Monster. HarperCollins.


Sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon isn’t sure whether or not he’s a monster as he describes his inadvertent involvement with a murder through the format of a movie script.

Subject: Trials, Prison, Imprisoned Teens, African Americans, Screenplays

Printz Honor Books

Almond, David. Skellig. Delacorte Press.


Neither Michael nor his neighbor Mina knows who or what the strange, winged Skellig is, but they don’t care when he heals Michael’s baby sister.

Subjects: Family, England, Angels

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak. Farrar, Straus & Giroux.


After she calls the police at a before-school party, Melinda doesn’t tell anyone why and is snubbed and harassed by her classmates, until therapist threatens her again.

Subjects: High School, Rape

Wittlinger, Ellen. Hard Love. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers.


John thinks he’s found love in Marisol, who writes his favorite zine, only to be heartbroken when she tells him she’s a lesbian.

Subjects: Friendship, Zines, Gay Teens 
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